CHNA Meeting Minutes
December, 2011

Our January meeting is canceled.  Join us for our next meeting (February 1st at 7pm at Fire Station 22).  We have lots of great things on the agenda
1. Learn about the Map Your Neighborhood program—how to do it, and why you should want to do it
1. Kirkland Children’s School will be presenting their plans for additional school buildings
1. Ralph Rohwer from the Lake Washington School District will be updating us on the plans for the move of North Star to the BEST School campus.  


Meeting Notes  (from our meeting on December 7, 2011, Fire Station 22 at 7 pm)

As always, check our website www.houghtonlives.com for past meeting notes, and further information on neighborhood projects and activities!

Audra Weber – our Neighborhood Resource Officer spoke at our meeting. We want to thank Audra for her time and presentation of information. You will find attached her presentation and below are some highlighted points. 
1. Always call 911 even if it is not an emergency 
1. There are 8 districts in Kirkland, we are in district 1 and we have had the least amount of burglaries
1. The is only one Neighborhood Resource Officer for all of Kirkland (80,000 people) – we, the neighborhood, need to watch out for each other
1. www.nnwi.org is  a great resource for starting a neighborhood block watch 
3. It is legal to post the signs if on private property 
3. To be really effective you need to have at least 50% of the neighborhood participating – know what is normal for your neighbors
3. Know what you have and mark it 
3. Don’t make it easy for people to see your “goods”
3. Make sure house has deterrents 
1. Jennie Marker – is a resource to help with Map Your Neighborhood – jmarker@kirklandwa.gov or 425-587-3616
1. Be prepared – take a CERT class – starting up again after 2 ½ years. You can contact Jennie for this as well. 
1. Fake card readers have been added to some of the gas pumps in Kirkland recently. They skim the credit card information. If the credit card reader looks like an “add-on” and not part of the machine, don’t use it. 
1. Several neighbors mentioned they have seen a man “looking for a gas leak” and claiming to be a PSE worker. If you ever think someone doesn’t look legitimate, get their name and badge ID and call their company. 
If you would like to contact Audra, her information in the powerpoint presentation. 


Calendar Notes   
Get ready: Tolling begins on the SR 520 bridge Dec. 29!!!!  
A  PUBLIC HEARING for the International Community School and the Community Elementary School Master Plan, File No. ZON11-00023 will be held jointly by the Houghton Community Council and the Kirkland Hearing Examiner on January 10, 2012 at 6:30 pm, (or as soon thereafter as possible) in the Council Chamber at 123 5th Avenue.  If you have any questions please contact Associate Planner Tony Leavitt at tleavitt@kirklandwa.gov or 425-587-3253.

The 12K’s of Christmas run takes place this Sunday, December 18th.  The route runs through Houghton on 108th, so be prepared for runners in the road and possible delays if you are traveling that way between 9 and noon.  http://www.promotionevents.com/12ks/12K_Course.htm 
                                                                              
Neighborhood Notes 
(Please feel free to email us any items you think would be of interest to our group to strdesigns@msn.com .  We reserve the right to edit any and all entries.)  

Progress on construction at the intersection of 108th Avenue NE and NE 68th  has been slow (adding a turn lane westbound and enlarging the corners).  Expect to see more happening in the start of 2012.  Stay up to date by checking   http://www.kirklandwa.gov/depart/Public_Works/Capital_Improvements/68th_108th.htm                                                             

Kirkland Kiwanis Christmas tree sales has moved to a new location up in Juanita this year.  http://kirkland.kiwanis.org/Shared%20Documents/Trees2011.pdf

If you haven’t already heard, at its meeting on December 12th, the City Council Unanimously Voted to Purchase “Kirkland Segment” of Rail Corridor from Port of Seattle for $5 Million.  After a 60 day due diligence period (assuming no insurmountable problems are found), the purchase will be finalized in March of 2012. http://www.kirklandwa.gov/News_Room/NR121211CouncilOKsERCBuy.htm 

And, last but not least, did you notice the recent wave of spray paint graffiti in our neighborhood?  The Kirkland Police Department sent us this email about it.  Kudos to the KPD for their quick action and connection to the community that led them to the culprit.  

Carol, I wanted to touch base as a past Neighborhood Resource Officer and current Detective.  I noticed through our recap that there were a lot of tagging through the neighborhood over the weekend.  I knew the suspect and contacted him.  After extensive questioning and interviewing he confessed to the tagging and will be charged through King County Juvenile court.  There were a few private parties involved with damage to their fences as well as a few city properties.  If you feel so inclined, you can feel free to notify your neighborhood that an arrest has been made for the recent “KEEN” and “ABK” tagging in the Houghton neighborhood.  Let me know if you have any questions. Thanks.    

Detective J. Ishmael #353
Kirkland Police Dept. 
425-587-3448
jishmael@kirklandwa.gov                                                          

