Central Houghton Neighborhood Association (CHNA)
Meeting Notes
Tuesday March 12, 2018, 7:00 PM
Fire Station 22 on 108th Avenue NE
(Important dates highlighted)
1. Introductions/ Comments from the Audience

If you have any questions,
comments or suggestions,
please contact us at:
centralhoughton@gmail.com

a. Kirkland Police Captain St. Jean – Police officers often
attend neighborhood meetings to say hello, update us on
safety issues and answer any questions. Captain St. Jean
talked briefly about the new and enhanced services the
Our web site is:
police department will see because of Proposition 1
http://www.houghtonlives.com/
funding, including the Pro Act Unit, enhanced patrols,
police presence in middle schools, and a mental health
professional to assist police in providing help to individuals in crisis.
He also noted that the City has hired several more officers. These new officers are in training at the
academy and then will have 16 weeks of field training starting in August.
He also noted that the community can use the City’s Online Reporting System to report nonemergency crimes, such as car prowls. It can be access here:
https://www.kirklandwa.gov/depart/PD/online-resources/onlinereporting.htm
If there is an emergency or there is suspicious activity call 911 – the people of Kirkland are
important eyes for the Police Department.
The City’s web site also can be used to review crime activities in the City by neighborhood. It can
be accessed here:
https://www.kirklandwa.gov/depart/PD/Community_Resources/Community_Crime_Mapping.htm
He noted that the biggest things people can do to reduce crime in our community is to not leave
valuables in your car and to also lock your car.
b. City Councilmembers Nixon and Pascal joined us.
2. Transit Service Updates Affecting Central Houghton and Kirkland
a. Grace Carlson from King County Metro – Route 255 and Other Changes
There will be significant changes in the upcoming year to Route 255, as well as other Eastside
routes. For a full description see:
https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/transportation/metro/programs-projects/routes-andservice/north-eastside-mobility.aspx#options
You’ll find a pull down menu that describes changes by route:
https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/transportation/metro/schedules-maps/servicechange.aspx#revisions

Brief timeline of key changes to transit service affecting south Kirkland:


March 23 – Downtown Seattle tunnel closes to buses and all buses go to surface streets.
Route 255 moves to 5th and 6th street downtown. (see map inset below right and below link)
https://www.kingcounty.gov/~/media/depts/transportation/metro/schedules/pdf/03232019/r
t-255.pdf



June 2019 – Montlake Freeway Station will be
closed to transit because of construction of the west
segment of the SR 520 bridge corridor. So you will
not be able to take the 255 and get off at Montlake to
go to UW (sorry Husky fans). BUT, Sound Transit
will still be running ST540 during peak hours and
Sound Transit has added service to ST542
(Redmond to University District). You can transfer
at Evergreen Point Station to the 542 and it will take
you into the Stadium/Link station area and through
the University.



End of August/early September 2019 – Montlake
Triangle improvements finished. Bus stops will be
consolidated in front of UW Stadium and the Link
Station. This should make for much easier and safer
connections to and from Link. (see map inset below)



March 2020 – Metro route 255 will be removed from downtown Seattle service and diverted to
connect to ST Link light rail at UW (see above map for UW bus stop). The residual Metro
service hours will be used to create a new South Lake Union Sound Transit Express route 544
(see route map below).

b. Sound Transit – I 405 Bus Rapid Transit (BRT). Blake Jones, Sound Transit Community
Outreach
Blake gave us a presentation on the I-405 BRT project (see slide deck @
https://www.soundtransit.org/sites/default/files/project-documents/I-405-BRT-Open-HousePresentation.pdf ). There are two stations serving Kirkland; Kingsgate Park and Ride/Totem Lake
Station and the future NE 85th Street Station. https://www.soundtransit.org/system-expansion/i405-brt for general information and background.
 Totem Lake - Sound Transit is planning to use the Totem
Lake/Kingsgate freeway stops at the NE 128th St overpass for BRT. The
station would receive refinements such as off-board fare payments, all door
boarding, and improved station shelters. The nearby park-and-ride lot
would get a new parking structure, adding 400 parking stalls for a net total
of 600 stalls. The Kingsgate Park-and-Ride site offer WSDOT and the State
an opportunity to collaborate with the City of Kirkland, Sound Transit, and
King County Metro to develop options for a TOD (Transit Oriented
Development) project that could offer affordable housing. For more info
about the TOD project, see:
https://www.soundtransit.org/sites/default/files/documents/i-405-brtkingsgate-park-and-ride-tod-feasibility-study.pdf


85th Street Station – As voted for in ST3, there would be a
BRT station at the interchange of I405 and NE 85th Street. It
would consist of multiple roadway levels with the middle level
designed for local and BRT bus stops. It would also have directaccess ramps to and from express toll lanes on I-405. A
possibility exists to include a pick up/drop off area, since there
will be no parking associated with this station.

During the ST3 planning negotiations in 2016, then-board Chairman Dow Constantine
promised $45 million for bus-only lanes, leading to NE 85th Station. But Kirkland is
unwilling to evict cars from two of the four general-purpose lanes between downtown and I405, nor widen a bridge on NE 85th Street for bus lanes, which would likely exceed the
budget. (See Project 7 in KTIP below).
Also in the design plans is a roundabout at NE 85th Street/114th Avenue NE; there is currently
a signal there.
c. Kirkland Transit Implementation Plan (KTIP) – Kimberly Scrivner, Transportation
Planner, City of Kirkland.
In response to increased growth, the City of Kirkland developed the Kirkland Transit
Implementation Plan (KTIP) to improve transit service within the City. At their March 19 meeting,
the Kirkland City Council will review updates and are expect to act on the final version of the
Kirkland Transit Implementation Plan (PDF - 16mb). See after page 20 for a complete description
of projects. Three projects will be in the Houghton neighborhoods: Project 1- revised traffic signal
at the South Kirkland Park and Ride, Project 2 – queue jump lanes on 108th Avenue NE for transit,
Project 8 – Houghton Park and Ride bus stop relocation. Also included in KTIP is Project 7,
NE 85th Street Transit Improvements (see above).

3. 2019 Neighborhood Safety Program (NSP) Grant – Flashing Beacon at Phyllis Needy Park. City cost
estimates for this project is unfortunately way over the maximum budget of the $50,000 allotted for
individual NSP projects. BUT we may be able to negotiate a 2-year deal or other locating other possible
funding sources for this project. The review panel will be meeting for the next several Tuesday nights to
prioritize which grant applicants will receive NSP funding this year. For a full list of projects and a
description of the NSP program, see
https://www.kirklandwa.gov/depart/CMO/Neighborhood_Services/NSP.htm
4. 2019-2020 Neighborhood Matching Grant Project Application
CHNA submitted an application for the following four projects from the City’s Neighborhood Matching
Grant Program for 2019-2020. Our application requires matching contributions in the form of volunteer
hours. To support all of these projects and City funds we will need to provide 140-150 volunteer hours.
The city has indicated that decisions on the grants will be provided to the neighborhood associations by
mid-April.
a. Web Site Hosting – continuing our www.houghtonlives.com website.
b. Postal Service Mailer and Other CHNA Communication Programs – considering a newsletter or
informative pamphlet to be mailed out to ALL Houghton residents, including individual
apartments, condos, business tenants and single family residents.
c. Crossing Kirkland Event – We will have a booth at the 2019 Crossing Kirkland Event based off of
material we presented at our 50th Anniversary celebration last summer. We have two volunteers for
this event but can always use more. Please contact us if you are interested in helping.
d. Charity Events (such as Nourishing Kirkland or Pantry Packs) – We have applied for funding
dollars to help put together donation packs for food drives and/or Nourishing Kirkland events. This
of course would also require a volunteer willing to put together the pack and drop it off at the
appropriate site.
Speaking of which, we have an upcoming Spring Break drive for food boxes for Nourishing
Kirkland-- https://kirklandnourishingnetwork.org/. This break’s drop-off day is Thursday, April 4,
8:30 a.m. until noon. As usual they will have a site in north Kirkland and one in the south. There
is a shopping list on the website, so your task is to shop for the food and bring it on April 4.
5. Other Announcements and Discussion Items
a. Houghton Community Council open position – applications were due March 14, with interviews
scheduled for March 25.
https://www.kirklandwa.gov/depart/planning/Boards_and_Commissions/HCC.htm
b. Tree Code Revisions – See project web site. City staff is meeting and discussing possible changes
to the tree code with a working group comprised of Master Builders of King and Snohomish
Counties, Finn Hill Neighborhood Alliance, and Central Houghton Neighborhood Association.
https://www.kirklandwa.gov/depart/planning/Code_Updates/Projects/Tree_Code_Updates.htm
c. Development Projects – no new projects added

d. Northwest University Master Plan Schedule – The City of Kirkland has issued its SEPA
determinations (aka how much impact a project will have and its mitigation requirements).
Unfortunately, as of the meeting, the City has not published these. They can be found however at
www.houghtonlives.com. The following provides the current schedule for the project hearing and
review/adoption process.
Northwest University Master Plan Project Timeline
 March 12, 2019: Environmental (SEPA) Determination Issuance
 April 8-15, 2019 Staff Report Issued including the City's analysis of the application in relation to

applicable codes and the City's adopted Comprehensive Plan (including the Central Houghton
Neighborhood Plan). It also will include staff's conclusions and their recommendations to the
Hearing Examiner including any proposed conditions of approval.
 April 9, 2019 at 7:00 PM - Central Houghton Neighborhood Association Special Meeting to be

held at Fire Station 22 (6602 -108th Avenue NE). We will have a presentation from Northwest
University's project team and provide time for questions and answers.
 April 22, 2019 at 6:00 pm: Joint Public Hearing before Houghton Community Council and

Hearing Examiner, which will result in recommendation to City Council
 May or June 2019: City Council Consideration and Decision
 June or July 2019: Houghton Community Council Consideration and Decision

If you have any questions regarding this project feel free to contact CHNA at
centralhoughton@gmail.com or Tony Leavitt, City of Kirkland Senior Planner (425)587-3253
tleavitt@kirklandwa.gov
e. Input on Future Meeting Topics – nothing discussed. If you have any topics of interest please let us
know at centralhoughton@gmail.com

6. CHNA Business Items
a. Open Board Positions
b. Next Meeting – April 9 Special meeting - Northwest University Master Plan presentation and
hearing schedule
7. Adjourn

